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SECRET MBFR VIENNA 0404 

FROM US REP MBFR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR: INFORMAL SESSION WITH EASTERN REPS OF JULY 20, 1976 

1 . IN THE JULY 20 INEORMAL SESSION OF THE VIENNA TALKS, THE 
ALLIES WERE REPRESENTED BY THE ERG REP, NETHERLANDS REP 
AND US REP, AND THE EAST BY SOVIET REPS KHLESTOV AND TARASOV, 

GDR REP OESER, AND CZECHOSLOVAK REP LAHODA. 

2. THE SESSION, THE LAST OF THE ROUND, WAS UNEVENTFUL. 

WESTERN REPS SAID THEY WERE DISAPPOINTED WITH THE EASTERN 
RESPONSE THUS FAR TO THE WESTERN DECEMBER 16 PROPOSALS, AND THAT 
EASTERN COMMENTS DURING THE ROUND HAD MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE 
EAST HAD FAILED TO CARRY OUT A THOROUGH EVALUATION OE THE 
MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE PROPOSALS. THEY STRESSED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THE GEOGUAPHIC FACTOR, POINTED OUT THAT THE 
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EASTERN PROPOSAL OF FEBRUARY 19 DID NOT REPRESENT A MOVE 
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TOWARDS MAJOR WESTERN INTERESTS AS REGARDS EITHER REDUCTIONS 
OR PHASING AND SAID THAT THE EAST WAS ASKING TOO MUCH 
OE THE WEST AND IGNORING THE REALITIES OE THE PRESENT 
SECURITY SITUATION AS THEY AFEECTED CENTRAL EUROPE. 

3. EASTERN REPS CLAIMED THAT THE EAST HAD MOVED IN THE PRESENT 
ROUND THROUGH TABLING DATA AND THE WEST HAD NOT MADE A MOVE. 

THEY STRESSED THE MERITS OE THE EASTERN FEBRUARY 19 PROPOSAL 
AND REPEATEDLY RETURNED TO CRITICISM OE THE UNVILLINGNESS OF THE 
WESTERN EUROPEAN DIRECT PARTICIPANTS AND CANADA TO PROVIDE 'DEFEC- 
TIVE GUARANTEES" THAT THEY WOULD REDUCE EORCES IN A SECOND STAGE. 
EASTERN REPRESENTATIVES EXPRESSED EXPECTATION THAT WEST WOULD TABLE 
DATA SOON. THEY CLAIMED FORCES OE EAST AND WEST WERE IN BALANCE AND 
THAT WESTERN THEORITES OE DISPARITIES WERE ARTIFICIALLY CONSTRUCTED 
TO JUSTIEY ASYMMETRICAL REDUCTIONS. 

4. CZECHOSLOVAK REP OPENED SESSION WITH EASTERN EVALUATION 
OE NINTH ROUND. HE CALIMED THE EAST AHD TAKEN THE INITIATIVE 
TO MAKE A SERIES OE SIGNIEICANT STEPS TO BRING ABOUT PROGRESS 
IN THE TALKS, INCLUDING TABLING OE EASTERN DATA ON JUNE 10, 

AND THAT THE EEBRUARY 19 PROPOSAL REPRESENTED A PRACTICAL 
BASIS EOR AGREEMENT WHICH MET WESTERN INTERESTS ON PHASING. HE 
CHARGED THAT THE UNWILLINGNESS OF WESTERN EUROPEAN AND CANADIAN 
DIRECT PARTICIPANTS TO ASSUME EEEECTIVE GUARANTEES EOR REDUCTIONS 
IN A SECOND STAGE WAS A MAIN OBSTACLE TO PROGRESS. 

5. US REP POINTED OUT THAT EAST HAD CONTINUED TO EAIL TO 
MAKE A PROPER EVALUATION OE MILITARY SIGNIEICANCE OE THE 
WESTERN DECEMBER 16 PROPOSAL. GDR REP CRITICIZED WESTERN 
REDUCTION APPROACH, WHICH HE CLAIMED WOULD RESULT IN UNILATERAL 
ADVANTAGE FOR NATO COUNTRIES, INTER ALIA BECAUSE OE WESTERN INSIS- 
TENCE ON REDUCTION BY UNITS EOR THE EAST WHILE CLAIMING FREEDOM TO 
REDUCE WESTERN EORCES BY INDIVIDUALS. HE AGAIN CRITICIZED NON-US 
WESTERN DIRECT PARTICIPANTS EOR EAILURE TO UNDETAKE COMMITMENTS. 

6. FRG REP PRESENTED EULL REVIEW OE WESTERN VIEWS ON GEO- 
GRAPHIC DISPARITIES. IN A LENGTHY BUT POORLY REASONED REPLY 
KHLESTOV CLAIMED THE EAST HAD ALREADY REEUTED THIS WESTERN 
POSITION, BUT THEN FELL BACK ON STATEMENT THAT THE EAST WOULD 
ONCE AGAIN ADDRESS THIS ISSUE EULLY IN THE NEXT ROUND. KHLESTOV 
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CLAIMED THAT THE EAST HAD MOVED IN THE PAST ROUND BUT WEST 
HAD NOT. 

7. NETHERLANDS REP PRESENTED WESTERN CRITICISM OF EASTERN 
EEBRUARY 19 PROPOSAL AS NOT MEETING ESSENTIAL WESTERN INTERESTS 
ON PHASING. GDR REP AGAIN CLAIMED WESTERN PARTICIPANTS WERE 
DEPARTING PROM DECISIONS REACHED IN THE PREPARATORY TALKS 
ADN STRESSED NEED EOR NON-US WESTERN DIRECT PARTICIPANTS 
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TO ASSUME AN OBLIGATION PROVIDING FOR SPECIFIC TIMING 
OF THEIR STAGE TWO REDUCTIONS. 

8. US REP GAVE A SHORT REVIEW OE COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS THUS 
FAR, STATING THAT THEY INDICATED THE EAST WAS ASKING FOR TOO 
MUCH AND FAR MORE THAN REALISTIC ASSESSMENT OE THE ACTUAL 
SITUATION JUSTIFIED. THE EAST WAS ASKING THE WEST TO IGNORE 
THE FACT OF EASTERN SUPERIORITY INSIDE THE REDUCTION AREA 
AND, BEYOND THAT, THE EACT THAT THE SOVIET UNION, ONE OF THE WORLD'S 
TWO LEADING MILITARY POWERS, WAS LOCATED DIRECTLY NEXT TO 
THE REDUCTION AREA AND THAT ITS FORCES WOULD NOT BE LIMITED 
IN SIZE. HE ASKED EASTERN REPS TO MAKE A MORE REALISTIC 
ASSESSMENT DURING THE RECESS OF WHAT WAS POSSIBLE IN THE VIENNA 
TALKS IN PRACTICAL TERMS. END SUMMARY. 

REMAINDER OE REPORT SENT VIA AIRGRAM.RESOR 
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